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Press release

XX November 2009 

Thousands of additional coach seats welcome tourists to Bournemouth’s Bicentenary
National Express is investing in faster, more frequent coach services between London and Bournemouth in preparation for the resort’s Bicentenary.  

From 30 November, over 5,000 additional coach seats will be introduced on the route to help make Bournemouth more accessible for visitors.  Hourly departures from London will provide greater flexibility for tourists and evening services from Bournemouth provide day trippers with more time to explore the resort with its seven miles of golden sands. 

National Express now operates 35 coach services between London and Bournemouth everyday, with 39 services on a Friday and Sunday. The company’s commitment to increasing services in Bournemouth has been welcomed by Mark Smith, Director of Tourism who believes it will further boost tourism in the town:

“Bournemouth is a year-round resort with a wide variety of attractions, activities and top conference facilities. National Express is an enjoyable, high-quality and green way to travel to and from Bournemouth for our residents and our four million annual visitors. With such high-profile events taking place in 2010 as our Bournemouth Air Festival in August and Bicentenary we recommend that people leave the car behind and enjoy different ways of travel.” 
National Express is investing in more coach services ahead of the Bournemouth’s Bicentenary to ensure tourists can reach the town quickly and cost effectively during the important celebration.   

Guy Stephenson, Commercial Director for National Express, said:

“We recognise that Bournemouth’s status as one of the UK’s top tourist destinations means more people than ever want to visit it. We’ve invested in our coach service to provide an additional 5,000 low cost coach seats every month. 

We are committed to creating a world class coach service for a world class resort and these improvements will allow thousands of additional visitors to explore Bournemouth during its 200th anniversary year.”

Passengers who travel between Bournemouth and London by train would make a significant saving by switching to coach. The maximum return coach fare to London is £32, while the equivalent train fare is a staggering £81.70 – a 61% increase. Customers who book their coach travel in advance can travel from as little as £X one way. 

Each passenger travelling to Bournemouth by coach is also helping to combat carbon emissions in the town. Coach is the most environmentally friendly mode of public transport being twice as efficient as rail, nearly four times more efficient than car, and six times more efficient than air travel.

Key service improvements from Bournemouth to London include:

· Introduction of a faster journey times with the option of alighting at London Hammersmith or London Victoria
· Two additional daily services from London to Bournemouth 
· Up to 19 daily departures from Bournemouth to London 

· Up to 20 daily departures from London to Bournemouth

Bournemouth 2010: To celebrate Bournemouth’s Bicentenary, the resort is hosting a myriad of different activities and festivities throughout the year covering the areas of arts and culture, sports, family entertainment and music. For more information visit www.bournemouth2010.org.uk
For further information, please contact:

Carly O’Donnell
Tel: 0121 460 8867

Email: Carly.ODonnell@nationalexpress.com
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