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Press release

For immediate release: 3/12/2009
Reindeer Bring Festive Cheer
Santa Claus will be arriving in style to Bournemouth on Sunday 20th December, courtesy of a real-life, reindeer-propelled sleigh. Between 12pm and 4pm two reindeer will tour through the Square and around the market before making their way to the Lower Gardens balloon enclosure. People will be able to meet the ‘celebrity’ reindeer that have starred in Hollywood films, providing a fantastic photo opportunity and a chance to stroke and learn more about these mysterious and fascinating festive animals. It’s a truly rare and unique opportunity that combines all the magic and wonder of Father Christmas with two furry festivities that are not to be missed. 

Christmas in Bournemouth is now in full swing, with the market bustling, the lights twinkling and Santa Claus on his way. A wonderful, warm winter welcome is greeting all visitors. So why not make a day of it and sample the Town Square and surrounding streets of that are bursting at the seams with Christmas ambience? With Christmas markets, plenty of shops to find that perfect gift and an Alpine Bar to rest your feet, the whole family can find their very own piece of Christmas magic. 
In the run-up to Christmas, late-night shopping is in full force. Every Thursday will see most shops staying open till at least 9pm with 21st, 22nd and 23rd December seeing retailers open till 10pm. 
New Year celebrations

To mark the beginning of Bournemouth Bicentenary year, New Years’ Day is to host to some uplifting entertainment. Starting at 3.55pm the Gugge Band will be performing from Bournemouth Square to the Lower Gardens. Following this will be two performances each from the dance group ‘Shake’ and a Community Gospel Choir that precedes the Mayor launching a sparkling spectacle for all the family with a celebratory cake cutting. 
For more information visit the website at:
http://www.bournemouth.co.uk or call 0845 051 1700.
Christmas images and interviews available on request
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