[image: image1.jpg]


For immediate release – 16/10/2009

10 years of excellence in International Education
The International Education Forum (IEF) is celebrating its 10th year since conception to coincide with the launch of a new-look website on 23rd October at The Kube. The initiative was set up to enhance and build on Bournemouth and Poole’s superb reputation in international education.

In an industry challenged by recession that has seen a big shake up in the student visa system; this unique partnership of the local Educational Tourism Sector has produced a genuine success story. Founded in 1999 by Jackie Harris MBE, Ken Male, Graham Richardson and Mike Francis MBE as they sat around a table to discuss the possibilities of bringing all the International Education Sector together, it became the first forum of its kind in Europe. It is now well on its way to achieving its vision of becoming recognised as ‘a world class centre for excellence in international education’ thanks, to the continued hard work and efforts of all those associated with the IEF.
The new website will be officially launched by the worshipful, the Mayor of Poole, Councillor Charles Meachin. Also in attendance will be Vice Chancellor of Bournemouth University, Nick Petford and Head English Language Innovation, British Council, Michael Carrier who’ll be saying a few words on the importance international education in the UK and our local area. There will also be students that have risen through the education system, benefiting from the IEF, regaling the house with their experiences.
Sue Edwards, Chair of the IEF said: “We feel it is important to exude quality in everything we do and now we have a website that reflects the exemplary standards that the IEF adhere to.” 

   
Mike Francis MBE, Founding Chair of the IEF said: “The IEF success story has brought a world –wide reputation for excellence in education to our conurbation and the economy has greatly benefited to the extent that the International Sector contributed £200m last year, double what it was, annually, at the inception on the IEF.” 
Unlike most other towns and cities that are only able to highlight excellence in one, or perhaps two broad areas of their educational provision, Bournemouth and Poole excel in all five areas - English language schools, selected private and state schools for those under 18 years of age, colleges of further education, colleges of higher education and universities.

The Forum includes: the accredited Language Schools, the University Arts College, the University, Bournemouth and Poole College, Whitehouse Guardianships, Bournemouth and Poole Tourism and recently ‘Shadows’ International Professional Development. 

Mr Francis continued: “Thanks to the hard work of these members, travel agents and agents from all over Europe have been brought to our towns on familiarisation trips in 2001, 2004 and 2007,  further boosting the towns economy and credentials.” 
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