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DOLPHINS LEAP FOR JOY AT BOURNEMOUTH’S SURF REEF

PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 23 June 2009
Dolphins have become the first visitors to enjoy Europe’s first artificial surf reef at Boscombe, Bournemouth.

The reef, currently under construction and scheduled to be completed later this year, has proved a major draw to the mammals who have been seen frolicking in the surf.

“Dolphins are intelligent creatures and inquisitive by nature,” says Ben Wallbridge, coast and marine ranger at Durlston Country Park. “If the surf reef is already creating surf, they may well be playing on that, it’s something they haven’t seen before.

“The surf reef is a huge structure on the sea bed; they’ll certainly want to check it out. There’s no way they would swim past without investigating it.”

A pod of around 35 bottle-nose dolphins including a baby, have been spotted and more sightings are likely this summer, says Wallbridge who runs a dolphin watch programme along the Bournemouth and Poole coastline. 

“Bournemouth is one of the UK’s hot spots for watching dolphins as the cliffs present an excellent vantage point. We’ve already received more dolphin sightings this year than in the whole of last year,” he adds.

Andrew Moores, project manager for ASR, construction company for the reef, says dolphins have been flipping and diving around his workers while work has been underway: “The team were recently out working on the reef barge when suddenly they were joined by a pod of playful dolphins. 

“They splashed around the area, leaping out of the water and diving down to look at the reef before heading off east to Southbourne.”

Dolphins have been known to surf alongside surfers, but there have been no known sightings of this in the UK. It is thought the new surf reef might create the perfect conditions to entice dolphins. 

Other marine species regularly spotted along this part of the Dorset coastline include grey seals, basking shark, porpoises and sunfish (Mola Mola).

For more information on the surf reef or Bournemouth visit www.bournemouth.co.uk or call 0845 051 1700.
People are encouraged to report dolphin, porpoise or seal sightings to Durlston Country Park via www.durlston.co.uk or 01929 424 443.
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Notes to editors:

The reef does not create waves, but acts as a ramp which changes the way the waves break. It has been reported that the reef will create 13ft waves,. This is not correct. The reef will improve the quality of the surf and produce a long right-hand ride of around 75 metres for surfers, and a shorter left-hand ride of around 35 metres for body boarders. As a result, the number of good surfing days will increase. Bournemouth already has an established surfing community, but the reef will draw more visitors to the area, enhancing the water sports on offer which includes kite-surfing, windsurfing, wake-boarding, kayaking, SCUBA-diving, sailing and skim-boarding.

If consistently good weather conditions occur this year, ASR Ltd anticipate to complete the reef this Autumn. To monitor the progress and view regular updates of the reef, visit www.thesurfreef.co.uk
The Purbeck Marine Wildlife Reserve website states: Dolphins are protected by law making it illegal for boats to approach them. Boat users spotting a dolphin should immediately switch off their engine and allow the animal to approach them. Three boats around a dolphin can seriously harass the mammal. Please watch from afar. 

