Camels arrive on Bournemouth’s sands
Bournemouth’s scorching start to the summer looks set to entice some unique tourists this year, with the seafront hosting two double-humped Bactrian camels on the 22nd and 23rd July. And who can blame them? With the Met Office predicting prolonged heat waves across the south, seven miles of cascading golden sands bathed in a sultry heat haze begins to look out of place without a backdrop of Pyramids. 

The camels were available for rides, free of charge and presented a great opportunity for a photograph. So whether you wanted to be the first person to ride a camel on Bournemouth beach or you were just after a summer snap to stun family and friends, the ‘ships of the desert’ perfectly complimented the flourishing oasis that already includes Dolphins in the warmest sea temperature in the UK.

Director of Tourism, Mark Smith said “On top of a huge choice of exciting activities we now have dolphins in the sea and camels on the beach. Bournemouth really is a great alternative to holidaying abroad. It’s an opportunity for people to experience something they may never get a chance to do in future.

The camels came complete with rugs and were ready to ride under the supervision of two fully qualified camel handlers. They were on Bournemouth beach, directly to the east of Bournemouth pier from 12pm to 5pm each day.
Local councillor Beverly Dunlop says:  “The media has been full of stories about holidaymakers favouring North African destinations this year, but we knew that many more people were giving up on high-priced holidays abroad and heading down to Bournemouth.

“We already had the beautiful beaches, the top-class hotels and restaurants, and scores of attractions and activities, both indoors and out, but we had to admit we were a bit short of camels.  Not any more!”

On a more serious note, she adds:  “It’s a well-known fact that the UK’s unpredictable climate is a prime factor in choosing to holiday abroad, but Bournemouth has invested huge sums in indoor attractions to ensure we can we can fulfil everyone’s holiday dreams, no matter what the weather.”

Bactrian camels are typically inquisitive and friendly with plenty of personality. There are about 1.4 million domesticated in the world and are the only species of camel that still have a non-domesticated population - with 950 left in the wild. They have subsequently been placed on the critically endangered list. 

Notes to editors: Bournemouth’s all-weather attractions include: 

· an Oceanarium, including sharks, turtles, stingrays and an interactive dive cage

· Splashdown, the South’s ultimate waterpark

· A packed event calendar at the Bournemouth International Centre

· Superb shopping facilities and cinema complexes

· A wide range of family-friendly hotels and restaurants for all budgets and tastes

For more information visit www.bournemouth.co.uk or call 0845 051 1700
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