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EMBARGOED until 0600, 13th May 2010

Boscombe Spa Village wins Quality Coast Award
Boscombe has been no stranger to winning awards of late, and the trend shows no sign of stopping as today (13th May) it was presented with a prestigious Quality Coast Award. In addition, Bournemouth Pier has retained its Quality Coast Award and boasts four Blue Flags along the seafront, unquestionably reaffirming the area as one of the premier destinations in Europe. 
The development of the Boscombe Spa Village has recently seen it scoop two national accolades for regeneration as well as the National Piers Society’s ‘Pier of the Year 2010′. This latest distinction recognises the high standard of Boscombe beach and is only awarded after conforming to stringent criteria. These include water quality, a good standard of facilities and a variety of activities available on the beach or in the immediate vicinity.
Mark Smith, Director of Tourism said: “We’re extremely proud to win another Quality Coast Award in addition to one we already have in Bournemouth. Boscombe has experienced an incredible transformation with new cafes, surf schools and restaurants injecting vibrancy into the area, not to mention the fantastic economic benefits. Boscombe is moving rapidly in the right direction and I think this award is testament to the hard work of all the staff in the private and public sectors. I think Boscombe is fully deserving of this accreditation.” 
The Quality Coast Award was introduced in 2007 with its main focus being on raising standards at the coast. The Award reflects the great achievements of England’s beaches and significantly helps future planning for beach improvements and developments. 
Bournemouth’s seven miles of golden sands have consistently reigned in awards over the years and Blue Flags have once again been awarded to: Alum Chine beach, Durley Chine beach, Fisherman’s Walk and Southbourne. 
ENDS
Notes to editors
· Quality Coast Awards were introduced in 2007

· This is the first year Boscombe has applied for the award

· Bournemouth has held its QCA since 2007

Taken from Keep Britain Tidy Website:
· The increasing importance of our coastline has brought with it higher visitor expectations and greater scrutiny on the quality of our beaches and coastal areas. In response to these demands Keep Britain Tidy has developed an exciting new type of award, the Quality Coast Award. Focusing on raising standards at the coast the Quality Coast Award is a symbol of those beaches which have achieved the very highest standards. 

· The Quality Coast Award provides an effective management tool for beach managers helping them plan for future improvements and to generate funding to achieve these developments. Beach managers are given a unique three year action plan to help identify areas which may require improvement and help maintain the beaches' existing infrastructure.
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For more information on the Quality Coast Award visit: 

http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/Programmes/Beaches/QualityCoastAward/Default.aspx/ 
