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Boscombe seafront regeneration scoops top award
Boscombe’s redeveloped seafront has scooped a prestigious award for regeneration.  The Local Government Chronicle Awards, announced on Wednesday evening (24 March), reward the very best in local government, and Bournemouth Borough Council’s entry beat off stiff competition to take the top ranking.
Councillor Stephen MacLoughlin, Leader of the Council, said: “This award is the result of years of teamwork and commitment. It’s a real achievement, given the broad scope that ‘regeneration’ has and the stiff competition that we were able to beat, which included Glasgow City Council/Scottish Enterprise and Northampton Borough Council. 
“I don’t believe we would have won this award without the support of local entrepreneurs who have believed and invested in the seafront, including the owners of Urban Reef restaurant and Sorted Surf, and the innovative involvement of Hemingway Design for the exclusive Overstrand beach pods.”  He continued, “Anyone who has been to the pier, Gardens, prom or Overstrand in the last six months will have seen the changes and felt the amazing, unique vibe that is now Boscombe seafront, and I congratulate all involved in making that happen.”
Mark Cribb, owner of Urban Reef restaurant said: “I’m proud to be associated with Boscombe and with the Overstrand development.  It’s not every day that the chance comes along to be part of really turning an area around.  Some see that as a risk, I saw it as an opportunity to make a real difference to an area that I love.  I’m thrilled for everyone involved that our efforts have been recognised.” 
Wayne Hemingway of Hemingway Design said:  “We love Bournemouth and the Boscombe Overstrand project is one of the most exciting we’ve ever done.  The Overstrand excited us, both as designers and as people interested in seaside regeneration.  It’s the restoration of a cool, iconic building and we wanted to re-establish a sense of community on Boscombe seafront, by creating something modern and unique yet still retain the purity of this historic structure.”
To win, the Council had to:
·        Demonstrate we have developed an ambitious vision for our area
·        Show we have made a difference to our area by unlocking the potential of its location, resources and people
·        provide tangible evidence of how it has improved the well being of the area and the people who live there
·        show how we’ve brought together a range of partners to deliver the council's regeneration goals
The innovative Boscombe Spa Village regeneration scheme has transformed an economically and socially deprived coastal suburb, re-branding it into a year round 21st century surf lifestyle destination.  The scheme includes a restored pier (previously closed to the public), drastically improved public open space, restored Victorian Gardens, exclusive Hemingway Design beach pods, restaurants, shops and a surf school, and Europe’s first artificial surf reef. Since completion, 91 new long term jobs have been created on site, visitor numbers have increased 32% and incidents of anti-social behaviour are down 40%. 
