Press release, strictly embargoed until Tuesday 10th May at 6am
Bournemouth beaches shine once again!

4 Blue Flags and 2 Quality Coast Awards

Seven miles of golden sands, two piers, nearly 2000 beach huts, and now, 4 Blue Flags and two Quality Coast Awards. Keep Britain Tidy commends Bournemouth’s award winning seafront, once again, for its beach management and cleanliness.
Today, Keep Britain Tidy has announced that four Bournemouth beaches have been awarded 2011 Blue Flag status – Alum Chine, Durley Chine, Fisherman’s Walk and Southbourne, all recognised for their fantastic facilities, pristine waters, being litter free and providing a safe environment.
Bournemouth Pier Beach and Boscombe Pier Beach have also been awarded a Quality Coast Award. The Quality Coast award is a symbol of quality, which guarantees visitors that the beaches are some of the best in the country. 

Mark Smith, Director of Tourism said; “We are thrilled to have been awarded Blue Flag status and receive two Quality Coast awards again this year. We take pride in our seafront and the team work hard to ensure visitors have the best experience when using our beaches.”
Just eight beaches have received both awards in the South West, and as further testament to the quality of Bournemouth’s beaches, the International Blue Flag Scheme have given them another seal of approval.  This year the judging panel will visit Bournemouth as part of their training programme, using Bournemouth as their Gold Standard; an example of what the rest of the country’s beaches have to live up to. 
Mark added; “The effort that goes into looking after our beaches doesn’t stop – it is a year round operation and we look forward to welcoming the judges later on in the year.”

ENDS
Photocall on Alum Chine beach at 10am on Tuesday 10th May with beach cleaning team, rangers, operations, cleaning tractors and flags

Notes to editors
· Quality Coast Awards were introduced by Keep Britain Tidy in 2007.  The award recognises and rewards beaches in England that achieve the highest standards of beach management.
· In 2011 England has 70 Blue Flag beaches and 109 Quality Coast Award winning beaches.

· Keep Britain Tidy is the anti-litter charity for England. 
· Blue Flag is a prestigious, international award scheme, which acts as a guarantee to tourists that a beach or marina they are visiting is one of the best in the world.
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