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Press release 20th  May

For immediate release

BESPOKE WEATHER FORECAST – A FIRST FOR BOURNEMOUTH

South Coast Dorset resort Bournemouth, has launched its very own accurate localised weather forecast, available to visitors at www.bournemouthweather.co.uk, to put an end to unpredictable and confusing forecasts.
The Bournemouth Tourism initiative, the first of its kind in the UK, has come about after last year’s disastrous Whitsun Bank Holiday prediction  from the Met Office for the seaside resort, which prompted around 25,000 potential visitors to stay at home despite the fact that Bournemouth’s seven miles of beaches were bathed in strong sunshine. This resulted in more than £1million lost revenue, angering the town’s hoteliers and tourism officials. The new on-line service offers straight-forward three-day forecasts allowing visitors to plan their itineraries and wardrobes with confidence.
Mark Smith, Head of Bournemouth Tourism said: “We decided enough is enough. Tourism is too important to Bournemouth to have it damaged by poor forecasts. To get the quality and accuracy we need, we have been working with a local weather company ‘Weathernet’ who have many years of experience in producing accurate localised weather forecasts. The weather can have a big influence on where tourists go for last-minute get-aways in the UK and with the ongoing threat of volcanic ash disrupting flights abroad and uncertainty around BA strikes, even more people will be staying in the UK. Accurate weather information increases business and this new forecast will be worth more than £2million per year in extra trade for Bournemouth through increasing visitors.”

Stephen Roberts, MD of WeatherNet said: ““We are delighted to be part of this initiative, and our unique experience and knowledge of local weather should help to ensure accurate and reliable forecasts for residents and visitors alike. Bournemouth is blessed with a wonderfully mild and temperate climate - and whilst we cannot always guarantee sunshine, our free service is designed to keep users well informed and safe - and make the most of their leisure - whatever the weather!”
-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:

This year, visitors and residents can look at a three day weather forecast for just the area of Bournemouth which will be updated daily. There are also online itineraries detailing what to do in Bournemouth and the surrounding area on sunny, cloudy and rainy days, providing visitors and residents with information on all weather facilities. WeatherNet will be studying satellite weather maps over Bournemouth Seafront area, providing detailed weather information including Sunrise, Sunset times, Sunburn index, Pollen Count, Max temp and wind.
Des Simmons, Chairman of Bournemouth Area Hospitality Association said: “The accommodation providers in Bournemouth are very pleased to see the introduction of such an innovative way of providing weather information to our visitors. This will help our guests plan when to holiday in Bournemouth, assist them in choosing from the many local activities when they are here and will encourage them to stay longer when the sun keeps shining, and to enjoy themselves on those rare occasions when the sun is absent!”
www.bournemouth.co.uk
Photo caption, pink shirt: Steve Roberts, MD of WeatherNet; yellow shirt: Mark Smith, Director of Tourism holding a sunshine measurement tool on Bournemouth Beach.
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