52 Weekends in Bournemouth

Bournemouth is a vibrant, cosmopolitan resort which can offer excitement and action, or relaxation and indulgence all year-round. Here is Bournemouth Tourism’s recommendation on how to spend each weekend in 2009 in and around Bournemouth, the South Coast resort that’s certainly going places.

Bournemouth has a wide range of accommodation to suit every taste and budget. With over 16,000 rooms to choose from, prices range from just £20 to over £100 per person per night bed and breakfast. To book visit www.bournemouth.co.uk or call 0845 051 1701.

JANUARY

2-4

Chines winter walk and Skiing

Tropical Gardens, Winston Churchill’s near-death experience, R.L. Stevenson’s House, Smugglers and Seafront; take a self-guided trail incorporating Alum, Branksome and Branksome Dene Chines. It is a wonderful way to explore Bournemouth and Poole.                 Cost – FREE. Visit www.bournemouth.co.uk to download and print your guide and map. 

Visit Snowtrax, the dry-ski centre at Hurn, Christchurch and prepare for your ski or snowboarding holiday on the artificial slopes. The Alpine Adventure Park also has trampolining, zip wire, climbing wall and fully licensed bar and restaurant. Taster lessons start from £18.50 per hour for an adult and £14.50 per hour for a child. All lessons must be pre-booked, for more information visit www.snowtrax.eu or call 01202 499155.

9-11

New Forest Cycle, Eagles and Reptiles 

Hire a bike or take you own and choose from a variety of cycle routes in the New Forest, which has great on- and off-road paths. Finish a day’s cycling with a traditional Dorset pub lunch. For a cycle map call 01590 689000. Cost FREE with own bikes. Family bike hire starts from £35 per day. For details visit www.bournemouth.co.uk 
Liberty's Raptor and Reptile Centre is located in the beautiful New Forest, where the art of falconry has been practised through the centuries. Liberty's is home to a large collection of birds of prey; eagles, owls and vultures, along with many well known and popular reptiles; snakes, lizards and tortoises. Family £19.50, Adult £6.50, Child £4.95, Senior £5.50 for more information visit www.libertyscentre.co.uk or call 01425 476487.
16-18

Beaulieu, Buckler’s Hard and the National Motor Museum

The picturesque and historic village of Beaulieu nestling on the bank of the Beaulieu River has delighted visitors through the centuries. It was here in 1204 that King John gave the area, known as Bellus Locus (Beautiful Place), to the Cistercian monks. It is now believed that a little way up the river, in 1100, King Rufus was killed with an arrow. Cost - FREE. www.thenewforest.co.uk  

On the banks of the Beaulieu River is the pretty village of Buckler’s Hard, where warships for Nelson’s Navy were built, plus historic cottages, river walks and a river cruise. Admission price includes entrance to the Maritime Museum and Buckler’s Hard Story and all day car parking. Adult £5.90, Child £4.30 (Under 4s Free), senior £5.50, and Family £17.50 www.bucklershard.co.uk  or call 01590 616203.
Beaulieu, also hosts the UK’s newest National Park, which is a great family day out and includes the world famous National Motor Museum, complete with James Bond experience, Palace House, home of the Montagu family, and historic Beaulieu Abbey.  The inclusive admission charge covers entrance to the National Motor Museum, Palace House and Gardens and Beaulieu Abbey and Monastic Life Exhibition, plus various rides and drives throughout the year. Family £42.25 Adult £15.50 (2 adults two children), Child £8.25, Senior £14.50, (Under 5s Free) www.beaulieu.co.uk or call 01590 612345
23-25

Jurassic Coast and Bus Ride

The breathtaking Dorset coastline offers everything from picturesque harbours, long sandy beaches, dramatic cliff-top formations, hidden coves and rock pools. 

At 185 million years old, the Jurassic Coast is England’s only natural World Heritage Site made up of Jurassic, Triassic and Cretaceous rocks. Walk along the coast and enjoy stunning views of Dancing Ledge, Portland Bill, Kimmeridge and Old Harry Rock. Cost - FREE (Bus/ Car parking charge may apply). www.jurassiccoast.com

Take a bus ride from Bournemouth Town Centre, over the Sandbanks Ferry and over to Studland beach. The Number 50 from the Town Centre is a picturesque, green and enjoyable way to travel. The ride enables you to see the houses of the rich and famous and enjoy one of the UK’s best beaches. Day rider Tickets allows unlimited travel on Wilts & Dorset (Adult £3.70, Child £2.10) and More buses (£3 per person), valid throughout most of Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch. Buy your ticket from the bus driver. www.wdbus.co.uk or call 01202 680888
30-1

Discover Dorset Tour and Winter Ice-Skating

Discover Dorset Tours pick up from all Bournemouth hotels, departing after breakfast. Using friendly professional local guides, the tours include Lulworth Cove, Durdle Door, Jurassic Coast, New Forest, Stonehenge, Salisbury and Bath. Half-day tours start from £15 for adults and Children (under 5s free). www.bournemouth.co.uk 
Ice Skating at the BIC (6 Dec ’08 - 22 Feb 09) is bigger and better than ever before!  The rink is the UK's largest indoor temporary event (27 sq metres!) and features 'Icicles,' a separate toddler area for smaller children and their parents, together with an adjacent beginner's area 'Ice & Easy' for those who haven't skated before. £7.50 for adults and children for 1 hour session www.bic.co.uk

FEBRUARY

6-8

Cowboy Riding and Sci-Fi Fanatics
Try Western riding, an easy, relaxing and more secure way of riding than the traditional English style. Trail riding, Western Style, is a beautiful way to take in the splendour of the New Forest’s open plains, wooded enclosures and rippling streams all year-round. Horses come in full western turnout. Beginners or seasoned riders welcome. Must be over 13 years to try Western riding Two Hour Trail - £48 (per person) www.bournemouth.co.uk  01425 610278 
The SF Ball, Carrington House Hotel (6-8 Feb), is THE event for sci-fi fans, with Star Trek and Babylon 5 celebrity appearances on stage, autograph sessions, cocktail parties and black-tie/ fancy dress ball. Adult day tickets start from £15. www.sfball.com

13-15

Valentine’s Weekend – Romantic Cookery, Theatre and Art 

Kiss your partner somewhere they’ve never been kissed before…Bournemouth. Bournemouth is one of the most romantic destinations; romantic hotels with Jacuzzis, beach, restaurants and beautiful vistas. www.bournemouth.co.uk

Theatre events and concerts taking place in Bournemouth over the Valentine’s weekend include, the world-renowned “Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra,” playing Music for Lovers performance at the Bournemouth Pavilion. Tickets from £7.  At the Bournemouth International Centre on the 13, 14 and 15 of February is the mesmerising show “Riverdance.” Tickets from £24.50. www.bic.co.uk

There are also lots of things to do, Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum will be hosting a special exhibition of meaningful mosaic images by Cleo Mussi. Mussi is one of the leading exponents of mosaic art. Visit this moving display which tells the subtle secrets of love, and the world of fairy tale. Opens 10 February – 9 August 09, situated in Gallery 3. Cost - FREE. www.russell-cotes.bournemouth.gov.uk. 

20-22

Tree Trail in Gardens and Oceanarium

Learn how to recognise your trees with the Bournemouth Garden Tree trail. It takes approximately two hours and identifies 12 types of trees including Redwood, Cypress and Palm. Cost – FREE. Download the trail at:  www.bournemouth.co.uk
The Oceanarium enables you to experience an underwater adventure, transporting visitors to some of the globe’s most amazing waters. Come face-to-face with sharks, stingrays, turtles and clownfish. Discover the world’s first interactive dive cage and find out what would happen if the ice caps melted and the world was flooded in the new Global Meltdown experience. Adult £8.35, Child £5.90 Senior £6.85 . www.oceanarium.co.uk

27-1 Rallye Sunseeker and Mini Steam Railway 
Rallye Sunseeker (27-28 Feb) is the biggest motorsport event of its type in the South of England, having being hosted in Bournemouth for 21 years. The high-octane action takes place on Friday evening where the fastest rally cars in the UK start their exhilarating evening chase through the tall pines of the award-winning Bournemouth Gardens. The excitement continues on Saturday with high-speed races through Wareham and Ringwood forests, finishing in Bournemouth with a prize presentation. Cost for Friday night – FREE. Saturday car park passes £25. www.rallyesunseeker.co.uk
Eastleigh Lakeside Steam Railway - The railway operates every weekend throughout the year and daily during mid-July to mid-September, plus all school holidays. Its track stretches over a mile to Monks Brook Halt, where there are lakes a playground and picnic area. Prices are Adult £3.00 for standard class return, Child £2.00 for standard class return www.steamtrain.co.uk
MARCH

6-8

Blues Festival and Dolphins

With three days of free music (6-8 March), 40 gigs in 15 indoor venues, the Swanage Blues Festival makes a great weekend. The festival has full afternoon and evening programmes, open mike sessions every night and jam sessions. Cost - FREE  www.swanage-blues.org 
Then enjoy the blues of a coastal walk at Durlston Head, bring your binoculars and look out for dolphins! There are a lot of tidal breaks around Durlston Head; underwater rocky ledges attract small sea creatures and fish which, in turn, attracts the dolphins. Cost – FREE 
T: 01929 424443.

13-15

Classical music and Kite-flying 

Enjoy Gilbert and Sullivan’s “An Acquired Taste” (Sat 14 March) with favourite songs including ‘The law is the true embodiment’, ‘When I was a lad’, ‘Oh! Foolish Fay!’ and ‘When the Night Wind Howls.’ Tickets from £7 www.bic.co.uk

Hengistbury Head is a scenic and historic headland. Its prominent position makes it great for kite-flying. Bring one along and have fun. If the wind isn’t up, then enjoy a ramble along the headland and rugged coastline. Cost – FREE www.hengistbuyhead.org 

20-22

Manor house and Spa Day

Athelhampton is one of the finest manor houses in England dating from the 15th century. With grade-I gardens, topiary pyramids, fountains and views of the River Piddle. 
Adult £8.75, Child (under 16 years) - FREE, Senior £8.25 www.athelhampton.co.uk  
Enjoy a spa day in one of Bournemouth’s many hotels. Enjoy facials, massages and pure pampering, coupled with a lunch. Call Bournemouth Tourism on 0845 051 1701 to find out what luxuries are on offer

27-29

Flashdance and Go Ape

Flashdance the Musical, (24 - 28 March), at Pavilion Theatre is based on the film and boasts an iconic score which includes ‘Maniac,’ ’Manhunt,’ ’I Love Rock and Roll,’ ‘Flashdance’ and of, course, ‘What a Feeling’. Set in Pittsburgh, USA, Flashdance The Musical tells the story of 18 year old Alex, a welder by day and flashdancer by night, whose dream is to obtain a place at the prestigious Shipley Dance Academy. Tickets from £15.50. www.bic.co.uk
Go Ape on a high-wire course, Moors Valley invites you to bring out your inner ape. Climb the 30ft rope ladder, tarzan swing into a giant rope net, zip wire through trees and tackle high bridges. Adult £25, Child £20 (10+) www.goape.co.uk 
APRIL

3-5

Sherborne Castle and Classic Cars

Sherborne Castle, built in 1594 by Sir Walter Raleigh, has splendid collections of art and furniture, 40 acres of lakeside gardens and rolling landscape and ‘Capability’ Brown lake. To visit the gardens only £4.50 per person, for the gardens and castle Adult £9, Child (under 15 years) – Free, Senior £8.50. www.sherbornecastle.com 
Classic Cars on The Prom (5 Apr-13 Sept exc. 23rd Aug) takes place every Sunday from 4pm on West Cliff Promenade, Bournemouth. See well-loved classic cars and enjoy a cliff-top view of the sea and Bournemouth Pier and this regular event which always draws a crowd. Cost – FREE www.bournemouth.co.uk  

10-12

Exbury Gardens and Salisbury Cathedral

Exbury Gardens in the New Forest is famed for the Rothschild collection of rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias. The 200 acre gardens are beautiful all year-round. Explore them by foot or by scenic steam railway. Adult £8.50, Child (3-15 years) £1.50, Senior £7.50, Groups (£7 per person). www.exbury.co.uk 
Salisbury has the UK’s finest 13 century gothic cathedral which is home to Britain’s tallest spire and the world’s best-preserved Magna Carter from 1215. Take a guided tower tour to the roof spaces and enjoy breathtaking views. Adult £5, Child £3, Senior £4.25 suggested voluntary donation. www.salisburycathedral.org.uk

17-19 

Maumbury Rings, Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove

This concentric ring hillfort dates from the Iron Age, and according to archaeologists was built to stem an invasion from the Northeast of the country. The hillfort consists of three concentric rings of banks and ditches, the third outer ditch being the smallest. It is traditionally seen as the site of Badon, Arthur's decisive victory against the Saxons. 
Cost - FREE. www.bournemouth.co.uk
Take a day out west exploring Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove on the Jurassic Coast. Lulworth Cove is a perfect horseshoe-shaped bay created by the sea hollowing out the soft clays to reach the harder chalk behind. Another bay is forming behind Lulworth at Stair Hole and half a mile west lies the famous Durdle Door, a coastal arch which is one of the most photographed landmarks along the coast. 

At the Lulworth Cove Heritage Centre you can find out fascinating facts and hidden secrets about this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. See history reveal itself as the modern rock gallery tells the story of Lulworth from 150 million years ago to the present day. 
Cost - FREE (Bus/ Car parking charge may apply). www.worldheritagecoast.net 
24-26

Lyme Regis and Boat Cruise

THE history of Lyme Regis stretches back as far as the 8th century, when monks distilled salt water from the sea. In the 13th century it developed into one of the major British ports, although small by modern standards, and in 1588 it sent two ships to battle against the Armada.

Lyme Regis was once a popular haunt for smugglers but it later became a haven for fossil hunters. Today, Lyme Regis is still a favourite destination for fossil hunters, but as well as beachcombing visitors can also try a rock pooling, mackerel fishing, crabbing or taking to the water on a boat trip. Cost - FREE www.worldheritagecoast.net

Take a boat tour to suit your taste. Departing from Bournemouth Pier cruises include trips to the Isle of Wight, puffin-watching, Brownsea Island and Old Harry Rocks. Prices from Adult £6, Child £3. www.bournemouth.co.uk  558550
MAY

1-3

Saxon & Viking Action and Sea Life Centre

Enjoy the living history of the Saxon and Viking encampment weekend including battle displays at Corfe Castle (2-4 May 10-5.30pm). The year is 876Ad. Watch the murder of the King Edward, training of the fyrd (army) and a battle between King Alfred & Guthrum. Cost: Normal admission charges to the Castle apply. Corfe Castle is one of Britain's most majestic ruins and was once a controlling gateway through the Purbeck Hills. The castle boasts breathtaking views and several way marked walks. Adult £5.90, Child £2.95 www.nationaltrust.org.uk/corfecastle 
Weymouth SEA LIFE Adventure Park & Marne Sanctuary is a unique mix of indoor and outdoor attractions. Prepare to come face-to-face with sharks, otters, seals, penguins, turtles and seahorses. Adventure Island is a fantasy land with four thrilling rides. Adult £15.95, Child £12.50, Senior £14.95, Students £14.95. www.sealife.co.uk 
8-10

Food & Wine Festival and Jersey

Now in its tenth year, the Christchurch Food Festival (8-17 May) is a foodie’s fantasy. Watch live chef demonstration in the town’s Saxon Square, enjoy money off Christchurch’s fantastic array of quality restaurants, taste seafood BBQs, try chocolate-making and lots more. Prices vary per session, FREE to visit. www.christchurchfoodfest.co.uk

Enjoy a day away exploring one of the amazing Channel Islands of Jersey or Guernsey. Departing from Poole or Weymouth, you are only a couple of hours away from a great day out. Day trips from £27.50 pp. www.condorferries.com 
15-17

Cool Capris and Wimborne Model Town


This week it’s Cool Capris in the line up (Fri 15 July 6-9pm). Rockley Park Quay for my Car creates a bustling, lively atmosphere that can be enjoyed by owners as they mingle with fellow enthusiasts and spectators who want to catch a glimpse of the line up. All who attend will be spoilt for choice with the Quay’s great selection of continental café bars, traditional pubs and fine dining restaurants. Cost – FREE www.pooletourism.com
Wimborne Model Town has hundreds of model buildings representing Wimborne in the 1950s, with a ‘Thomas & Friends’ model railway, putting lawn, tea rooms, safe play area and gift shop. Valid for the entire day Adult £4.50, Child £3.50, Senior £4.00 www.wimborne-modeltown.com

22-24

Farmer Palmer’s Farm Park and Poole Pottery

Spring has sprung and the animals are looking their cutest, so it’s time to make your way down to Farmer Palmer’s to look and go “aaah” at the piglets, sheep, bunnies, foals and goats. It’s a full day of play and ‘hands on’ animal events. Family fun, a child-friendly farm with indoor soft playzone, pedal tractors, bouncy castles and real cow milking demo. Try real farmhouse cooking at the restaurant. Adult or child (3 and over) £6.75, children under 3 years go FREE, senior £5.95, disabled and career £5.75 saver ticket (2 adults 2 children) £25.00 www.farmerpalmers.co.uk 
Poole Pottery allows you to experience its largest collection from antiques to the newest designs. Watch the living glaze pottery being created and painted, have a go and paint a craft animal and pick up some great gifts in the factory store. 
Cost – FREE. www.poolepottery.co.uk 

29-31

Adventure Wonderland and Heavy Horses

With over 27 rides and attractions, Adventure Wonderland is one of Dorset’s top theme parks. Whatever the weather the family can have fun combining the outside park and rides with the indoor adventure play centre, Wild Thing! Adult or child £9.99, Children aged 2 years £4.25, under 2 years FREE, Family of Four £39.00 www.adventurewonderland.co.uk 
Dorset Heavy Horse Farm Park is home to Shire horses, working horses, Shetland ponies and donkeys and offers plenty of hands on experiences. Mixing the past with the present in scenic countryside, the park is a fun and educational day out. Entry includes a free wagon or tractor ride. Adult £7.75, Child £6.75, Family £24.95 www.dorset-heavy-horse-centre.co.uk 

JUNE
5-7

Beach Hut, Art Exhibition and Gardens

Bag yourself a beach hut! A great British tradition. Bournemouth invented the beach hut back in 1908 and still rents out the oldest in the world. Get comfy ad settle into your own beach hut or super chalet for a day or longer. Take your pick of seven miles of award-winning beach. From £8 per day www.bournemouth.co.uk T: 01202 451 781. 

The Pine Walk Art Exhibition (23 May- 6 Sept) is open air in the gorgeous Lower Gardens, by the aviary, next to Westover Road and which has a range of locally produced art on offer. Cost – FREE www.bournemouth.co.uk

12-14

Truffle-making and Mini Cooper Rally

Try a truffle-making workshop (13 June and throughout the year). Create the filling for truffles before dipping them into real Belgian chocolate. Cover them in various toppings and package ready to take away and devour. Prices for the two and half hour courses start from £55 pp. www.chocolatedelight.co.uk

Mini Cooper Rally (14 June). Crazy about mini’s? Well, join a team of thousands. Set in the impressive grounds of Beaulieu, there will be a large display of Coopers from each of the marques, ranging from 1961 Coopers up to the latest New MINI Cooper Works. Ticket prices are yet to be confirmed - Adult £16.75, Child £8.65 (5-12 years), under 5 years go FREE, Senior £15.75. www.beaulieu.co.uk

19-21

Poole Afloat, Pirates and Steam Rally

Poole Quay is the place to be (Sat 20 June, 10am-6pm) when Paye Day and Poole Afloat take place. Poole Afloat is Poole's biggest free boating and watersports event. Throughout the day people will be able to enjoy a showcase of boats and watersports accessories, 'Try a Boat' sessions and entertainment on Poole Quay. Cost – FREE  www.pooletourism.com 

Paye Day (Sat 20th June) - Be it known that there will be a great gathering of Pirates on Poole Quay to honour the memory of 'Arry Paye, the renowned Poole pirate, the scourge of the Spanish coast, the wolf of the English Channel and supplier of captured French win to the port of Poole. Events include the Fisherman’s regatta, live music, pirate procession and rowing races. Cost – FREE www.pooletourism.com 
The Steam Rally, Canford Park Arena (20-21 June) is jam-packed with working steam engines, stationary engines, fair organs, arena displays, vintage vehicles, craft and models, a licensed bar with entertainment from The Plonkers and Stepping Out,  trade stalls, bands, helicopter rides, Air ambulance fly in (Sunday) and shire horses (Sunday). Adults £5 and accompanied children under 15 FREE, Senior £3. www.canfordpark.com

26-28

Tank Fest and Longleat

Tank Fest (27-28June, 10am-5pm) at The Tank Museum will present the most comprehensive display of historic moving armour in the world. Displays of British armour from the First World War, to the present day will be complemented by a display by The Royal Armoured Corps which will include vehicles used on operations today. Living history encampments will feature soldiers from the two world wars, and demonstrate how the troops lived, trained, and how the wounded were cared for at the front. An explosive mock battle will feature period infantry, equipment and tanks from both Britain and Germany. Entry to the Tank Museum is included in the price. Adult £11, Child £7, Under 5 years go FREE, senior and disabled £9.00. www.tankmuseum.org 
Longleat Safari Park is home to lions, tigers and giraffes in the world’s first safari park. Get lost in the Longleat Hedge Maze or take a sea lion escorted cruise on the safari boats. Get close to ferrets, parrots and snakes in Pet Corner and see hundreds of species in the Butterfly Garden. Passport tickets (inc. of 11 attractions) Adult £23, Child £15 (3-14year), senior £17. www.longleat.co.uk

JULY
3-5 

Jetski Safari and Highcliffe Castle

Jetski Safaris brings the exhilaration of jetskiing to a wide audience in a safe environment. Under the watchful eye and guidance of a personal watercraft instructor, clients will be taught the key skills to enjoy the most up to date jetskis on the market. Clients will follow a guided safari to explore Poole Harbour the second largest natural harbour in the world and then parts of the spectacular Jurassic coastline from Bournemouth to Swanage. PRICES INCLUDE – for one person £85, for two people £65 per person, for a group of five to six people £60 per person. www.jetskisafaris.co.uk  
Highcliffe Caste is a short drive from Christchurch. A Grade-I listed building, it was built in the 1830s for Lord Stuart de Rothesay. It is situated in beautiful cliff top surroundings with access to the coastal path and beaches. Grounds – FREE. Entrance to Castle Adult £2.60, Child under 16 FREE www.highcliffecastle.co.uk

10-12

Beach Polo and LGBT Pride Festival

The British Beach Polo Championships (10-11Jul) returns to Sandbanks, Poole for the second year. Top international players, celebrities and polo supporters will enjoy a festival of polo on the sand. Six polo teams will compete for the title over the two days. There is also to be the added excitement of the England Beach Polo Team playing against the USA on both days, along with a sumptuous party. Polo tickets only are £35 pp, Polo and Beach Polo Party is £70 pp, Corporate Hospitality tickets £300 pp www.sandpolo.com

Bourne Free (10-12 Jul) is a fun fiesta celebrating diversity in the Lower Gardens, with fancy dress, music and live entertainment. Come down and enjoy the celebrations and fun atmosphere. The Pride Festival will be taking over the seaside resort for 3 days in 2009, from Friday until Sunday. The 2008 event attracted thousands of people from across the UK with a "Support Our Services" themed parade, a Live Show in the gardens and an extended Street Party. Even more is planned for 2009, with the Bourne Free Committee already working hard to put together a packed programme of entertainment and finalising a unique new theme. Keep up to date with all the latest news at www.bournefree.co.uk   Cost – FREE
17-19

Learn Sailing in a weekend, Christchurch and Regent Centre
Take a RYA Basic Skills Course in sailing. On completion of this two-day course, the successful sailor will be safety conscious, have a basic knowledge of sailing and be capable of sailing without an instructor in light winds. Price  £165. www.thewatersportsacademy.com

Christchurch is a picturesque town with cobbled streets, boutique shops, gorgeous restaurants and delightful quay. The magnificent 11th Century Priory is famous for its Miraculous Beam. Cost – FREE www.christchurchpriory.org
Enjoy the Regent Centre in Christchurch. The cinema, theatre and concert hall was built in 1931 and has been lovingly restored in the Art Deco style to reflect its 1930s origins. Its long, spacious foyer is in constant use by local exhibiting artists and makes a delightful spot for coffee or afternoon tea. Costs vary. See what’s on at www.regentcentre.co.uk
24-26

Beach Antics, Church and Zorbing
It’s the summer so flop on Britain’s best beach and relax. With its Blue Flags and seven miles of award-winning beaches, choose your favourite spot. If you fancy taking a break from the sun to cool off, look into Bournemouth’s most famous literary association; the Shelley family. Mary Shelley, author of Frankenstein and wife of romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley is buried in St Peter’s Church graveyard, along with, as legend has it, the heart of her husband. The church contains fine wall paintings, excellent stained glass. It holds recitals and concerts throughout the year. Cost – FREE www.stpetersbournemouth.org
And now for something completely different, try zorbing! Go head over heels in the Harness Zorb, or try the Hydro Zorb, a cross between a waterslide and a rollercoaster. Travel at speeds of up to 25 mph down a hill for a great experience. Prices start from £30 pp www.zorbsouth.co.uk.
31-2 Aug 
Salisbury and Swimming

In the heart of Salisbury, Mompesson House is an elegant and spacious 18th century house. It has charming walled gardens to explore and houses the Turnbull Collection of 18th Century drinking glasses. (Non gift aid prices) Adult £4.70, Child £2.35, Family £11.80, garden entry only £1 www.visitwiltshire.co.uk

Arundells in Salisbury Close, formerly the Home of Sir Edward Heath (Prime Minister 1970-74) from 1985-2005. Take part in a guided tour of the interesting collections of artworks and political, musical and sailing memorabilia. Adult or Child £8 www.visitwiltshire.co.uk

Get in the water! The sea off Bournemouth is perfect for swimming, surf lessons and body-boarding. Cost – FREE www.bournemouth.co.uk

AUGUST
7-9

BSO Fireworks Proms and Crazy Golf

Enjoy the Last Night of the Proms in Meyrick Park (7 Aug), including classical music accompanied by a grand firework display. Bring a picnic and bottles of wine; plus of course your family and friends, and enjoy a perfect night out under the stars with the BSO. Tickets are currently £19 each but may rise nearer the 7th August. Book now online at www.bsoLIVE.com or from the Lighthouse, Poole on 0844 406 8666

Enjoy a relaxing lunch at the café in the regenerated Boscombe gardens, only a short bus ride or hop on the land train from Bournemouth Pier. Price (valid until 1st April) Adult £1.80 Child £1.10. To check post-April prices call 01202 451 781 Recently made a nature reserve, wildlife that can now be seen at Boscombe Chine Gardens include insects such as meadow brown, gatekeeper, marbled white, small copper and small skipper butterflies, five-spot burnet moth and azure and large red damselflies. Meadow and common green grasshoppers, sand and digger wasps and various ants, beetles and spiders are also beginning to inhabit the area, in addition to green woodpecker, stonechat and common lizard. Try your hand at a game of Crazy Golf in the Boscombe Gardens. Prices (valid until 1st April) Adult £2.50, Child £1.50, Family £7. To check post-April prices call T: 01202 395 094 

14-16

Air Museum and Wind-Surfing

Visit the Fleet Air Arm Museum; where museum meets theatre. Visitors can go on-board Concorde, see the award-winning Aircraft Carrier Experience, encounter the thrills and sounds of a working flight deck and even see a nuclear bomb. Adult £10.50, Child £7.50, Senior £8.50 Family (2 adults 3 children) £32 www.fleetairarm.com

Take the family windsurfing. Try an Hourly Taster and Improver Session and The Watersports Academy say they will have customers up and surfing within the hour. Bring a towel and a swim suit. £25 pp www.thewatersportsacademy.com

21-23

More Bus Bournemouth Air Festival and Club 2020

The More Bus Bournemouth Air Festival 2009 is by the sea and completely free!

Taking place on 20th – 23rd August 2009 between Bournemouth and Boscombe Piers there will be four days of free aviation action and great entertainment along the seven miles of beach, in the gardens and town centre. The largest event of its kind, this year promises to bring even more aviation thrills, breathtaking displays, awesome jets and superb family fun.

Festival-goers can expect to see the world-famous Red Arrows, the Sea Vixen vintage jet, heart-stopping Black Cats Helicopter Display, the iconic Battle of Britain Memorial Flight and adrenaline-pumping Eurofighter Typhoon.  In 2009 The Royal Navy will be celebrating 100 years of Naval Aviation so there will be some incredible activity and action. 

There will also be one and a half miles of trade stands, stalls and food and drink available between the Piers as well as a planned veteran’s area for people to share stories and experiences. The Army, Royal Air Force and Royal Navy are all expected to be in attendance with mock-up cockpits, model jets, tanks and ship-to-shore Naval tours. Cost FREE For more information or to keep up-dated with news, displaying aircraft and entertainment visit www.bournemouthair.co.uk 

Continue the festive atmosphere by partying into the early hours at Club 2020. Club 2020 is a balanced blend between boutique and super club, blending high-energy music with a modern scene. Entry varies per night www.club-2020.com

28-30

American Dreams and Poole Park Fest 

The American Dreams Night Quay for My Car (28 Aug) has the big boys coming to Poole Quay. Every Friday over the summer the Quay is pedestrianised and themed with cars. This week it’s American Dreams cars, both modern and vintage. 
Cost – FREE www.pooletourism.com

This year’s Poole Park Fest, (30-31 Aug) encompasses leisure and music, as well as sports activities such as canoeing, windsurfing and sailing. Local bands will feature, including entertainment and fun activities to make this a great weekend. Accompany it with a picnic and friends. All proceeds from the event go to the Friends of Poole Park, to invest in the park. Entry is FREE but there is a voluntary donation of £2. www.friendsofpoolepark.co.uk

SEPTEMBER
4-6
Great Dorset Steam Fair and RNLI Open Day

Great Dorset Steam Fair, Tarrant Hinton, Blandford, (2 – 6 Sept) is held on a 600 acre outdoor showground, one of Europe’s largest. The Great Dorset Steam Fair is widely recognised as the leading event of its type in the world and is attended by over 200,000 visitors. See 200 full-size working engines, steam-powered heavy haulage, can-can girl dancing shows, heavy horses and ride log flumes and roller coasters. Adult £16, Child £8 (6 to 15 years) children under 6 years go FREE senior £14, Family (2 adults 2 children) £44 www.gdsf.co.uk

RNLI HQ Day The Royal National Lifeboat Institution welcoming visitors to its Open Days (5-6 Sept). Come and see the RNLI headquarters and the Lifeboat College where crews and lifeguards train. There will be exciting displays, demonstrations and tours, plus plenty of activities for children to take part in. Entry £2 pp www.rnli.org.uk

11-13 

Windfest, parties and Alum Chine tropical Gardens

Animal Windfest on Sandbanks beach (11-13 Sept) is the South Coast’s biggest action festival, including windsurfing, kitesurfing, stand up paddleboarding, bike shows and marquee parties mixing the relaxed surfing crowd (Friday’s ‘Mosh’) with a little bit of glamour (Saturday’s ‘Posh’). Cost for watching the action during the day - FREE. Party tickets from £20pp www.animalwindfest.co.uk

Alum Chine is a walk from Bournemouth Pier and is home to tropical gardens, which has both Green and Blue Flag awards. Alum Chine is a great family friendly area with a pirate-themed children’s playground. Beach huts are available to hire all year-round from the local beach office from £8 per day T: 01202 451 782.

18-20

Southampton Boat Show and Blue Pool

Stay in Bournemouth and visit the Southampton Boat Show (11-20 Sept). The show is huge, and features almost 400 boats afloat. Visit the H2O Zone where visitors can test their water sport skills, try-a-boat and experience the thrill of being out on-water by choosing from a varied selection of the latest inflatable’s, powerboats and yachts, all for free. Kids will be able to try sailing for FREE there will be a famous feature boat line up, the Search & Rescue show; the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and RNLI’s real-life heroes showing how it is done. Tickets Adults from £15, under the age of 15 years go FREE. www.southamptonboatshow.com

The Blue Pool at Furzebrook is a unique and tranquil beauty spot in the middle of the Purbeck Hills. The Pool constantly varies in colour as very fine clay in suspension in the water diffracts light in different ways producing a spectrum of colour, sometimes green sometimes turquoise. Adult £5 Child 5 – 14yrs £2.50 (under fives FREE), senior £3.80 www.bluepooluk.com

25-27

Harley Davidson Rally and Littledown

At the Harley Davidson Rally (from 12pm 26 Sept) From over 500 American motorcycles thunder across Bournemouth's Pier Approach area in a powerful display of chrome and steel. Bikes on show range from 883cc Sportsters to 1500cc Big Twins. Bournemouth's mayor accompanies the machines through the town before leading the judging on Pier Approach and presenting prizes. The Rally also features live music and a collection for charity. 
Cost – FREE www.bournemouth.co.uk

On a rainy day, the Littledown Centre is a great family attraction with two swimming pools, waterslides and large outdoor play area, all set in 47 acres of landscaped parkland. The Zone gym is specially designed for 8-13 year olds. 01202 417 600. Swim prices: Adult £3.60, Junior £2.70, Under Fives FREE, 60+ Swim £3.00. Adults £5.50, juniors (14+ years) £3.60 per 1 hour 30 minute session in Zone Gym www.littledowncentre.co.uk T: 01202 417 600.
OCTOBER
2-4

South Coast Campers and Swanage Blues & Roots Festival  

For a weekend with a difference, lounge in nostalgia with South Coast Campers, a VW classic camper van hire company. Discover the unique charm of travelling in a classic 3-4 berth VW. Snorkelling, fishing gear, mountain bikes, boogie boards, windsurfers and kite boards are also available on request. Cost from £450 for a week’s hire in October. www.southcoastcampers.com 
Take your camper and visit the Swanage Blues and Roots Festival (2-4 Oct). The third Swanage Blues & Roots free festival features over 40 different gigs with blues and roots musicians at fifteen venues around the picturesque seaside town of Swanage, on the South West coast. The festival offers a full programme every afternoon and evening and will play host to 40 gigs in 15 indoor venues on the Jurassic coast. 
Cost - FREE www.swanage-blues.org

9-11

High tea, gardens and fishing

Enjoy high-tea; the ultimate British tradition! Enjoy a range of teas, sandwiches and cakes at one of Bournemouth’s many hotels, cafes and restaurants. Then take a stroll in Bournemouth’s Lower Gardens which are famed for their beautiful bedding plants and restored rockery which is one of the largest in the UK. The Lower Gardens is home to crazy golf, aviary and Bournemouth Eye tethered balloon. Costs vary. www.bournemouth.co.uk

Try your hand at fishing from either Bournemouth or Boscombe Piers (charges apply on arrival). Catch of the day could be mackerel, healthy and delicious! Price is £4 from seafront.

16-18 

Surf lessons and Pier to Pier Walk 

Get in the water! Along Bournemouth’s seven miles of beach there are few rip currents and small tidal movements. This makes Bournemouth one of the best places in the UK to learn to surf, body-board or paddle board. The shallow waters of Poole Harbour make it the perfect spot for learning wind-surfing, kite-surfing or sailing. The varying landscape around the coast makes exploring by motorboat, kayak, Jet Ski or sail boat both exhilarating and relaxing.

Surfing spots along the coast include Bournemouth and Boscombe piers and Southbourne. Beginners should contact one of the many reputable surf schools. Lessons start from £15 and details can be found at www.bournemouth.co.uk or by calling T: 0845 051 1700.

Do the Pier to Pier walk. Start at either Bournemouth or Boscombe Pier and finish at the other. Enjoy the scenic stroll along the promenade and treat yourself to coffee and cake at one of the many cafes, restaurants or hotels at either end. Cost – FREE (Cakes vary!) www.bournemouth.co.uk

23-25

Kite-surfing, Otters and Owls

Kite-surfing or kite-boarding is a water-based sport involving the use of an inflatable power kite to tow a specially modified surfboard or twin-tip board similar in style to that of a wakeboard. Since kite surfing arrived in the UK in 1999, interest in the sport has grown rapidly, with the number of UK kite-surfers increasing from 12 to 9,500 at present.

The best way to get started is to take lessons at a British Kite Surfing Association (BKSA) approved school. Lessons start from £100 for a day’s course which includes kite-flying and orientation, learning to rig up, body dragging and independently re-launching your kite. Call Bournemouth Tourism on 0845 051 1700 and ask for providers.

Set in 25 acres of scenic and ancient woodland The New Forest Otter, Owl and Wildlife Park is home to some of Europe’s largest gathering of otters, owls and other indigenous wildlife all in their natural surroundings including pine martens, badgers, polecats, mink, foxes, Scottish wildcats, deer lynx, wallabies and wild boar. Adult £7.50, Child (between 3 and 15 years) £5.50, senior £6.95, Family (2 adults and 2 children) £23.50 www.ottersandowls.co.uk
30-1

Halloween Celebrations and Poshdom

Come to the Lower Gardens on Sat 31 October and take part in the Halloween celebrations. Specially designed for children and free, the little sprites can take part in colouring and fancy dress competitions, learn circus skills and dare themselves to put their hands in the boxes of unseen horrors. Cost – FREE www.bournemouth.co.uk

Step from horror to glamour in one weekend by visiting the millionaire’s lair of Sandbanks. With famous inhabitants and the fourth most expensive land in the world, take a drive, enjoy the beach and watch the wind-surfers and kite-surfers at play. Cost – FREE (car park charges apply). www.pooletourism.com

NOVEMBER
6-8

Fireworks and Zoo

The Bournemouth Firework Display at Littledown Centre (7 Nov) includes the family display, suitable for younger children, a rainbow display, the loud-banging white knuckle display, a free kids' disco, a soft play area and a bouncy castle. Adult £6, Children under 16 is £3 www.littledowncentre.co.uk.

13-15

Ski-bob and Ringoing, Aquazooms, Bowling and Films

Snowtrax, Hurn, is a short distance from Bournemouth and offers the whole family fun and excitement when trying ski-bobbing, a bicycle-type frame attached to skis instead of wheels, and ringos, bouncing down the slope on an inflatable doughnut! Lessons start from Adult £18.50 Child £14.50 (per hour) www.snowtrax.eu.uk 
Tower Park is an all-weather facility including a 10-screen cinema, bingo, bowling and Splashdown waterpark with 12 indoor and outdoor rides. A host of restaurants on the park include Nando’s, Chiquito and TGI Friday’s. www.towerparkcentre.co.uk 

20-22 

Compton Acres and Russell-Cotes

Compton Acres, located between Bournemouth and Poole, invites you to escape to a different world. As well as ten acres of beautiful Italian, Japanese and Rock and Water gardens there are also tearooms and a model railway. Adults £6.95, Children £3.95 (4-15 years), seniors and students £6.45, Family (2 adults and up to 3 children) £17 www.comptonacres.co.uk

Bournemouth boasts the fascinating Russell-Cotes museum and art gallery. Offering something for all the family including one of the world’s most renowned Japanese collections, it is housed in one of the last Victorian villas in Bournemouth; East Cliff Hall. It has been restored to its former glory and contains a wonderful collection of treasures, art and curiosities from the travels of Annie and Merton Russell-Cotes. 
Cost - FREE www.russell-cotes.bournemouth.gov.uk

27-29

Monkeys and Brockenhurst

At Monkey World visitors can meet over 160 rescued or endangered primates, including the largest chimpanzee group outside Africa. At this fantastic 65-acre woodland park, visitors can watch the natural behaviour of chimps, lemurs, macaques, orangutans and gibbons hanging out in their groups. There is also an adventure play area, pet corner and adoption centre where you become a proud foster parent! Adult £10.50, Child £7.25 and senior £7.25, Family £31 www.monkeyworld.org

In Brockenhurst or Burley, both in the New Forest, visitors will soon see ponies and cattle grazing freely. Further exploration will reveal deer roaming through the mighty oaks and heathland. Brockenhurst is well-known for its diversity of shops, tea houses, pubs and high-quality restaurants. Burley depicts everything you would expect from a traditional old new Forest village that is surrounded by an area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Cost – FREE www.thenewforest.co.uk

DECEMBER

4-6

All Fired Up and Jane Austen’s House

Those wanting be creative and make their own Christmas gifts can vistit All Fired Up, in the heart of Bournemouth Town Centre. This is a café where you can paint and decorate your own mugs, bowls and plates. If you are visiting, they can post your creation to you. Cost - Ceramic items are individually priced, starting at £5 and studio fees start at just £3 which includes painting, glazing and firing of ceramics. www.allfiredupceramics.co.uk

Jane Austen’s House is an independent museum administered by the Jane Austen Memorial Trust. The novelist Jane Austen is known worldwide for her popular novels describing the society of pre-industrial England. She spent the last eight years of her life here at Chawton in the 17th century house which is now preserved in her memory. She wrote some of her best work here and the house tells the story of Jane and her family. Adult £5, Children (7-16 years) £2 Age 6 and under FREE, senior £4 www.jane-austens-house-museum.org.uk

11-13

Royal Signals Museum and Dorchester’s Museums

At the Royal Signals Museum in Blandford try out their state-of-the-art interactive. Charting the history of communication, discover how radios, phones and mobile phones work and explore into the fascinating life of a secret agent. Drive a simulator, guide a laser beam, set up a satellite network, practice Morse and break codes. Adult £7, Children (5-16) £5, senior £6 www.royalsignalsmuseum.com
Take your pick of Dorchester’s not one, but four museums. See the world renowned Tutankhamun exhibition, with the tomb, treasures and mummy recreated. The Dinosaur Museum has reconstructed fossils, skeletons and life-size dinosaurs. The Dorset Teddy Bear Museum has the earliest teddies, up today’s TV favourites, while the Terracotta Warriors have replicas of the eighth wonder of the natural world. Prices from Adult £5.75, Child £4 (5-15 years), senior £5 (for Teddy Bear or Terracotta Warriors) www.tutankhamun-exhibition.co.uk, www.teddybearhouse.co.uk www.thedinosaurmuseum.com, www.terracottawarriors.co.uk
18-20

Christmas Shopping in Bournemouth and Pantomime

Bournemouth offers a unique shopping experience at Christmas; one minute shopping among the vibrancy and excitement of the town centre and the next watching the waves lapping the shore and enjoying views of Solent, Isle of Wight and Purbeck. Bournemouth is a haven for gift buyers with all the big brand name stores such as Debenhams, Beales and the first ecological Marks and Spencer’s store, alongside quirky boutique shops. www.bournemouth.co.uk

So shopped you’re going to drop? Sprinkle your retail visit with humour and fun at the traditional Christmas Panto taking place at the Pavilion. Guaranteed to make you laugh and feel warm and Christmassy inside. Show and tickets TBC. www.bic.co.uk.  

25-27

Winter Walks, Christmas packages and Model Village
Forget making the Christmas dinner and get away from it all this year. Celebrate in one of Bournemouth’s many hotels and accommodation providers and relax while everyone makes a fuss of you. Call 0845 051 1701 or visit www.bournemouth.co.uk for Christmas packages.

Over-indulged a little too much this Christmas? Then get out and about and walk off that excess. Bournemouth beach is the perfect walk for family and friends of all ages. With seven golden miles of beach to enjoy crisp air and winter sun, it can be the remedy to shift that sluggish feeling. Cost - FREE Walks can be downloaded from www.bournemouth.co.uk

Corfe Castle Model Village is situated in the heart of Corfe Castle village, on the Isle of Purbeck. Here you can see what the Castle and village would have looked like before its destruction by Cromwell’s troops in 1646. Set in an acre of landscaped gardens, there is croquet to play and a stroll through the enchanted fairy garden. Adult £3.25 Children £2,
Senior £2.50 www.corfecastlemodelvillage.co.uk

Please note: Event and attraction details and prices are correct at time of publication in Jan 09. Call 0845 051 1701 or visit www.bournemouth.co.uk to check details, opening times and costs nearer the time to your visit.
