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    FAST FACTS 2009
1. Bournemouth has four Blue Flag Awards for water quality, safety and service and ten Green Flags for Horticultural excellence. 

2. In 2007, Mothercare and Mother and Baby Magazine voted Bournemouth the Best Family Friendly beach.

3. A 2007 survey has also shown that Bournemouth is the happiest town in the Country. The survey cited several reasons why people in Bournemouth are so happy including:
· Seven miles of golden beaches
· A buzzing cosmopolitan town centre packed with shops and restaurants, theatres and nightspots.
· Award-winning gardens to relax in
· A wide range of sports- from lawn bowls to sailing and a variety of water sports including surfing.
· Surrounding the town, the New Forest is the perfect retreat.
4. On a hot sunny day Bournemouth can have up to 110,000 people on the beaches and in the town.
5. Over the four days of the More Bus Bournemouth Air Festival 2008, record numbers of 750,000 were on the beach and cliff tops.
6. The Air Festival’s evening entertainment saw record numbers in Bournemouth Lower Gardens. 
7. 90,000 ice creams are sold on a hot day.
8. Bournemouth has over 5.2 million visitors a year and tourism generates around £440 million a year.
9. In the summer, 3,100 deckchairs,1,200 sun loungers and 400 windbreaks are available for hire along the seven miles of beach
10. Tourists can choose from 16,000 rooms available in the town.
11. Europe’s First Artifical Surf Reef is being built in Boscombe, expected to be completed in September 2009
12. The Wave 105 Bournemouth Eye balloon flight gives visitors 360◦ panoramic views of the resort from 500 feet up.
13. Bournemouth has over 250 Restaurants, bistros, wine bars and clubs
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14. Westover Road in Bournemouth Town Centre has been described as Bournemouth’s Bond Street. 
15. In 1897 a 70ft long whale weighing over 40 tonnes was washed up on the beach just east of Boscombe Pier and drew in very large crowds.
Famous People
1. Mary Shelley- Authoress of Frankenstein is buried in the heart of St. Peters Church in the heart of Bournemouth. Several roads in Boscombe are named after members of the Shelley family and friends along with the newly opened Mary Shelley Bar in Bournemouth.
2. Thomas Hardy wrote and set many of his classics in the area, which he called by its ancient name of Wessex. Bournemouth itself features in some of his works, including the Tess of the d’Urbervilles(1891), under the pseudonym of ‘Sandbourne’
3. Robert Louis Stevenson lived in Alum Chine for three years, during which he penned the grisly story of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, among others. Another famous writer who loved Bournemouth was J.R.R Tolkein, famous author of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings- he was a frequent visitor to the Hotel Miramar in Bournemouth.
4. Bournemouth has its fair share of famous residents and visitors, both past and present. The most scandalous for its time was when King Edward VII built a house in Bournemouth for his mistress, actress Lillie Langtry in 1877 for their secret rendezvous. Now called the Langtry Manor Hotel, you can actually stay in their bedroom. 
5. The Chine Hotel in Boscombe has been visited by Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Norman Wisdom, Noel Coward, Max Bygraves, Jimmy Edwards, Harry Secombe, Peter Sellers and Frankie Howard
Celebrity Bournemouth
1. John Lennon’s Aunt had a home in Sandbanks and there is a photo of him on one of his regular family visits walking with a bucket and spade, off the Chain Link Ferry.
2. There is the only original photo of all the Beatles in Bournemouth enjoying sticks of rock hung in a local hotel. 
3. Coldplay’s ‘Yellow’ video was filmed on Sandbanks beach.
4. DJ’S and Live acts that have played in Bournemouth include, Razorlight, Artic Monkeys, Pink, Kings of Leon, Coldplay, Little Britain, Oasis and Blur- who played on the same night in their hey day and caused havoc in Bournemouth. 

5. Honorary Doctorates from Bournemouth University include film director Anthony Minghella of the English Patient and Cold Mountian blockbusters, Murray Walker- Formular 1 sports commentator, Fergal Keane- BBC Journalist and Author Bill Bryson.
6. Celebrities who began school here include Batman star Christian Bale, footballer Jamie Redknapp, Duncan James from Boyband Blue, Leilani Dowling, Alex from Blur and Mark Austin-ITV News reporter and war correspondent.
7. Bournemouth has also had many Royal visitors, including Prince Harry in Toko Bar and Prince William enjoyed a night out in Lava Ignite Nightclub.
8. Glamour model Lucy Pinder was first spotted on Bournemouth Beach. 
9. Tottenham Hotspur manager Harry Redknapp and his son Jamie Redknapp have a house along Millionaire’s Row- the mile-long island that looks out over Poole Harbour.
Jo O’Connell, PR Manager



Emma Westcott, PR Support

Bournemouth Tourism 



Bournemouth Tourism  

T: 01202 451 750




T: 01202 451747


E: jo.oconnell@bournemouth.gov.uk


E: emma.westcott@bournemouth.gov.uk

